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Trdduction of seafoods this year xi.11 reacl; less than 60 per cent of demand 
under present conditions, Fisheries Coordinator Barold L. Ickes announced today 
after a. series of conferences with indu:;tr;T, labor, and consw~er represe:itatives. 

"Although the Secretary of Agri.culkure es-tkatcs tha-t a i:!inimum catch of se- 
ven billion pounds (of seafood products) will be nec:ied this year to SU:):?1'J the 
armed 40rces, our allies, and the civilian necx~s, the best o9inion 0-f the industry 
is t&t. J?roduction 7~511 be no more than 3 , 150, GcjO,OOO gourds unless I'Eil;i of the 
industr~r 's hc.ndlcaps are rcxovel~, 4 I1 CcorYLinntor Ic!:es said. 

"It is p:iqobably tr>Je, I1 he declared, "tllat our fi.sheri.es ca,n ~~~rocl!Ice more 1ood 
per m&n hour and per dollar of invested ca;>i.t,al than any other element in the food 
business . In view of this and 7?6th the knowledge that we are fac.nz *ever increas- 
ing dex?nds on our food supply, it seexs only reasonable to 30 ever;+;‘~j.x; possi.ble 
to revive -this vital source of ~up.;311y.~~ 

"The amount of seafood production heinz de:_ancled this year is c:re:t-ter t&n has 
been produced by the ini'ustry even under t1xy best of conditi.ons, with p1znt.y of 
vessels and adequste manpower and no military and naval restrictions ov':r the 
waters,'t Coordinator Ickes said , pointin:; out that in 19L1, 3 pes!: yea:, 5. 5. 
fisheries produced less than five bi.lli.on pounds. 

Procluction of seafoods in 1$!2, d-m to uri~avorabla circumstances, fell to 
3,700,000,000 pounds. 

Seafood ;3roduction also affects thz groc'-i?ction of otk:~ proiiucts. E sh meal 
is a ccxmo;z and necessary ingredient of ;:oul-:ry ioo?, and zny reduction in t!le 
amount available will hr;ve 2. corres~0n~j.n~; a.;fee t on thi; produCti\?n of Toultry and 
e<:gs. Fish oil, ric11 in vitamins, -js lg,rpcl_cr used iyl 1-lpr7 i pi ne and. j.11 -$arious _: 3 ILL ,.A . .._- 
industries. 

The fis!hing industry, despite its critical ji?-;pOrtAnCc, has been mcr2 crc"v\:ly 
affected by the war than many others. Irnmedia.ixly after Pearl Harbor, imany of 
its craft were taken over by the armed forc(:o, In some areas as many :>s 50 per 
cent of the avsilable craft, including the most efficient vessels, wre ;\rithdral:m 
from pro&uction and talcen over. In addition r;::ny of the most important fishing 
areas availeble to our fishermen were restricted by the Army or NayJr Yor sc:~urit~~ 
reasons. The manpower problem, both amorq fiskrrnen and cannery work.:rs, has been 
agravated both by the draft and by the attraction of jobs in less seasonal in- 
dustries. 

(over) 



There are some bright spots, the Coordinator pointed out. The Nar Manpower 
Con-mission has recently issued a bul1eti.n to local draft boards that men with cer- 
tain skills in the industry are deferable. Vessels arc no longcr taken over for 
the armed services without advising with the Coordinator of Fisheries, and negotia- 
tions are under way for thG Q r&urn of some of tho craft. 

"One of the most helpful factors will bi: the cooperation of the industry in 
making itself more efficient,!' the Coordinator said. tfIndustrv and L<abor both 
have shown every indication of being ready and willing to coop&at,. Nith the 
pooling or exchange of resources and equi;ment, v&th simpler and better methods 
of processing and distributing, with any casing of the manpower situation, bvith 
more vessels, and fewer restrictions, illZi~~bf2 we can corn somewhat noeror producing 
the amount of fish that the Food Administration has asked us to produce." 
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